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NAME:  Robert Clifford Ried, Jr. 
 
ORAL HISTORY: 7 February 2002 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

B.S. in Mechanical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Cambridge, 
MA, 1961 

Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering, Rice University, Houston, TX, 1967 
 
PRE-NASA EXPERIENCE: 

Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation, Bethpage, Long Island, NY (1958-1960) 
• Apprentice Engineer  

 
NASA EXPERIENCE: 

NASA Space Task Group, Langley Research Center, Hampton, VA (1961) 
• Aerospace Technologist, Aerodynamics Section, Flight Dynamics Branch, Flight 

Systems Division 
NASA Manned Spacecraft Center/Johnson Space Center, Houston, TX (1961-1995) 

• Aerospace Technologist, Aerothermodynamics Section, Structures Branch, 
Spacecraft Technology Division, Engineering and Development Directorate (E&D) 
(1961-1968) 

• Head, Aerothermodynamics Section, Thermal Technology Branch, Structures and 
Mechanics Division, E&D (1968-1969, 1970-1983) 

• Special Assistant to Director, E&D (1983-1985) 
• Manager, Advanced Programs Office, E&D (1985-1990) 
• Chief, Lunar/Mars Exploration, E&D (1990-1993) 
• Chief Engineer, Research and Development (1993-1995) 

 
POST-NASA EXPERIENCE: 

Science and Technology Agency, National Aerospace Laboratory, Tokyo, Japan (1969) 
• Researcher and Professor 

 
AWARDS & CITATIONS: 

• MIT De Flores Design Engineering Award, 1961 
• Japanese Science and Technology Award for Foreign Specialist, 1969 
• NASA Performance and Group Achievement Awards 
• NASA Exceptional Service Award, 1986 
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